Massive Spontaneous Symptomatic Hemorrhagic Transformation Following Pontine Infarction - A Case Report.
Spontaneous hemorrhagic transformation is common in anterior circulation infarction, but is rarely seen in brainstem infarction. We report a case of massive symptomatic brainstem hemorrhagic transformation in a patient with pontine infarction treated with only antiplatelet agents. A 59-year-old man presented with acute dysarthria and right sided weakness. His Glasgow coma scale was E3 V5 M6. His pupils were pinpoint in size and minimally reactive to light. He showed complete horizontal gaze palsy, right facial weakness, severe dysarthria, dysphagia, and right hemiplegia. Computed tomography showed a dense basilar artery sign without evidence of acute infarction or hemorrhage. After treated with aspirin and dipyridamole, he had massive symptomatic brainstem hemorrhagic transformation on the next day. After medical treatment, he survived but remained in locked-in state with occasional drowsiness. Hemorrhagic transformation following brainstem infarction is a rare yet potentially devastating condition in patients without thrombolytic therapy. It should be considered when neurological deterioration develops in patients with brainstem infarction. Follow-up brain imaging studies are warranted because antithrombotic agents should be discontinued in case of hemorrhagic transformation.